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Dear Ms. Brown: 

Tnelosed for filing are the original and 10 copies ofa Petition Ibr Hxemption to 
exempt, under 49 U.S.C. 10502. Wiregrass Central RaiKvay, LLC's abandonment ofits 
1.2-mile rail line belween mileposl 820.0 and mileposl 821.2 in Lnterprise. -AL. IVom the 
prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10903. a cheek for the filing fee of $6,300. and 
a disc containing a WORD version ofthe Petition and a pdf. 

Please lime and dale slump the e.xtra eopy oflhis lelter and the Petition Ibr 
lixemplion and return it in the enclosed prepaid envelope. Thank you for your assistance. 

Ifyou have any quesiions. please call or email me. 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE I RANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1077X 

WIREGRASS CENTRAL RAILWAY, LLC 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN COFFEE COUNTY, AL 

PETiriON FOR HXEMPTION 

Wiregrass Central Railway, LLC ("WCR"") petilions the Surface Transportation Board 

("Board'") lo exempt, under 49 U.S.C. Jij 10502, WCR's abandonmenl ofa 1.2-mile rail line 

between milcposl 820.0 and milepost 821.2 in Enterprise. AI. (the "Line") from the prior 

approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903. 

Abandonment will allow WCR lo avoid costs incurred by continued ownership ofthe 

Line. At the time WCR acquired the Line from the Wiregrass Central Railroad Co., Inc. 

("WCRR") all ofthe track and material had been removed from the Line. No Irafllc has moved 

over the line since 1987. Upon receipt of abandonment authority. WCR proposes lo convert the 

Line lo interim trail use/rail banking under 16 U.S.C. § 1247(d) through the sale ofthe Line lo a 

trails group. 

PROPOSED TRANSACTION 

WCR proposes to abandon a 1.2-mile railroad line between mileposl 820.0 and milepost 

821.2 near Enterpri.se. in Coffee Couniy, Alabama. 'The Line traverses Zip Code 36330. A 

colored map ofthe Line is attached as Exhibit A (and at the end oflhis pleading). Exhibit B 

consists ofthe Combined Environmenlal and Historic Report. The draft I-'ederal Register Notice 

http://Enterpri.se


is in Exhibit C. and copies ofthe newspaper publication and the required cerlillcalion are in 

Exhibit D. The cerlillcale of service is in Exhibit H. Color exhibits are in Exhibit F. 

Based on information in WCR's possession, the Line does nol contain federally granted 

righl-of-way. .Any documentation in WCR's possession concerning litle will be made available 

to those requesting il. 

BACKGROUND 

WCR received authority from the Surlace 'I ransportation Board (the "Board") lo acquire 

the 21.2 miles ofrail line, including the Line, from WCRR in a decision served on April 22. 

2011.' Al the time WCR acquired the Line from the WCRR all oflhe track and material had 

been removed from the Line. No irafllc has moved over the Line since 1987. 

There has been no demand Ibr service over the Line since WCR acquired il. I he track 

and materials were removed prior lo WCR's purchase ofthe Line, lo restore the Line lo Federal 

Railroad Administration ("FRA") Cla.ss I track standards, WCR would need lo invest signillcanl 

funds. Once the Line is restored to FRA Class I track standards. WCR would incur mainlenance 

cosls associated wilh the Line. As described below, abandoning the Line will permit WCR lo 

.save (I) the annual maintenance eosls oflhe Line of aboul $6,000 and (2) opporlunily cosls of 

$28.378.{J0. The value oflhe real estate is about SI 81.900.00. 

Upon receipt of abandonmenl aulhorily. WCR plans to leave the bridges and culverts 

necessary Ibr interim trail use/rail banking in place. WCR will sell ihe real eslale lo convert the 

active rail line to inlerim trail use/rail banking. 

' W'V/'t'̂ vv/.v.v Central Railway. LLC—.Acquisilion ami Oper ation Exemplion—Wiregrass 
Central Railroad Company. Inc.. STB Finance Docket No. 35489 (S TB served April 22. 2011). 



A. WCR will incur costs to maintain the Line. 

WCR has kept maintenance costs to a minimum since ils purchase ofthe Line. WCR 

adopts the Board's average maintain cost of $6,000 per mile. See. e.} .̂ Delia .Southern Railroad 

Inc. —Abandonment Exemption— in Desha and Chicot Counties. AR. STB Dockei No. AB-384 

(Sub-No. 3X). (STB served March 25. 2011) and Conrail—Ahand.—between Warsaw and Valp 

Counties. IN. 9 I.C.C.2d 1299. 1304 (1993). In addition, as part ofils capital expenditures, WCR 

would need to replace the tracks and materials on the Line. 

B. Calculation of opportunity costs. 

Opportunity costs (or total retum on value of road property) reflect the 
economic loss experienced by a carrier from forgoing a more profitable alternative 
use ofits assets. {Jr\dcr Abandonment Re}iulations-Costing. 3 I.C.C.2d 340 
(1987), the opportunity cost of road properly is computed on an investment base 
equal to the sum of: (1) allowable working capital: (2) the nel liquidation value 
(NLV) ofthe line; and (3) current income lax benefits (if any) resulting from 
abandonment. 'The investment base (or valuation ofthe road properties) is 
multiplied by the current nominal rate of return, to yield the nominal return on 
value. The nominal return is then adjusted by applying a holding gain (or loss) lo 
rellect the increase (or decrease) in value a carrier will expect to realize by 
holding assets for 1 additional year." 

1. Calculation of net salvage value ("NSV"). 

'There are no tracks or materials on the Line. Therefore. WCR has not included an NSV 

in its calculation of opportunity costs. 

2. Calculation of the value of real estate ("VRE"). 

The VRE has been calculated to be $181,900.00 based WCR's estimate thai the market 

value per acre is approximately $12,500.00. The Line consists of 14.55 acres. I Icnce. the net 

liquidation value ("'NLV") ofthe Line is $181,900.00. 

"• Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Abandonmenl-in Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc Counties. WI, 
STB Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 27) (STB served October 18, 2004), al 10-11. 



3. Calculation of 15 days working capital. 

Working capital Ibr the computation of opporlunily costs is calculated as 15 days oflhe 

cosls ofthe Line. Therefore. MSV has used the maintenance costs ($6,000), divided them by 365 

and multiplied that amount by 15 to arrive at the 15 days of working capital of $246. 

4. Nominal cost of capital 

The Board has accepted the nominal cost ofcapital for a Class 111 railroad of 15.58 

percent."' Therefore, WCR has decided lo use 15.58 percent as the nominal cost ofcapital in 

calculating the opportunity cosls oflhe Line. 

5. Income tax consequences. 

The book value ofthe Line is $181,900.00. The NLV of $181,900.00 less the book value 

yields no gain. Therefore, sale ofthe Line vvill have no lax consequences. 

6. Holding gain. 

Because ofthe volatility ofthe market for scrap and reusable steel and the decline in the 

market for real estate, WCR estimates Ihat there will be no holding gain or loss in the current 

economic environment. The Board has accepted such an analysis."* 

7. Calculation of Opportunity Costs. 

The following 'Table shows the opportunity cost calculation. 

Working Capital $ 246 

NLV $181,900.00 
Taxes $ 0 
Holding Gain $ 0 
Valuation $182,146.00 

" Michigan .Air-Line Railway Co.—Abandonment Exemption—in Oakland County.Mich., S'TB 
Docket No. AB-1053 (Sub-No. 2X) (STB served Oeiober 19. 2011), slip op. at 6. 
•' San .foaquin Valley Railroad Company—Abandonment Exemjition—in Tulare County. CA, S TB 
Docket No. AB-398 (Sub-No. 7X) (STB served June 6, 2008) at 4. 



Nominal Rate of Return 15.58% 
Opportunity Cost $ 28,378.00 

C. Alternate transportation. 

The major roads serving the area are U.S. Route 84 and Alabama Routes 51.134. and 

192, as well as local roads. 

D. Summary. 

Continued ownership and operation ofthe Line by WCR will continue to be a burden on 

WCR and interstate commerce. WCR vvill incur annual mainlenance costs of $6,000, and 

opportunity cosls of $28,378.00. WCR will be able to sell the real estate Ibr interim trail use/rail 

banking Ibr about $181.900.00. There are no shippers on the Line and there have been none 

since 1987. Since il acquired the Line. WCR has not been able to generate any traffic or any 

interest in potential shippers using the Line. 

WCR contends that in balancing the harm to itself and interstate commerce against the 

harm lo shippers and local interests, the balance clearly favors abandonment. 

ARGUMENT SUPPORTING THE ABANDONMENT 

WCR seeks an exemplion under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 from the applicable rcquiremenls of 

49 U.S.C. § 10903 in order lo abandon the Line. 

Under 49 U.S.C. § 10502, the Board must exempt a transaction from regulation when it 

finds that: 

(1) regulation is not necessary to carr>' out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. § 

10101;and 

(2) either: 

(a) the transaction is of limited scope, or 

(b) regulation is not necessarv' to protect shippers from the abuse of market power. 



The legislative history of Section 10502 reveals a clear Congressional intent thai the 

Board should liberally use its exemplion authority to free certain transactions from the 

adminislralive and financial costs associated vvith continued regulation. In enacting the Staggers 

Rail Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-488. 94 Slat. 1895. Congress encouraged the Board's 

predecessor agency lo liberally use the expanded exemption authority under former Seclion 

10505: 

The policy underlying this provision is that while Congress has been able to identify 
broad areas of commerce where reduced regulation is clearly warranted, the Commission 
is more capable through the administrative process of examining specific regulatorv-
provisions and practices nol yet addressed by Congress to determine where they can be 
deregulated consistent with the policies of Congress. The conferees expect that, 
consistent wilh the policies oflhis Acl. the Commission will pursue partial and complele 
exemption from remaining regulation. 

H.R. Rep No. 1430, 96 the Cong. 2d Sess. 105 (1980). See also ExemjJtion From Regulation-

Boxcar Traffic, 367 I.C.C. 424. 428 (1983), vacated and remanded on other grounds, Brae Corp. 

V. United Stales, 740 F.2d 1023 (D.C. Cir 1984). Congress reaffirmed this policy in the 

conference report accompanying the ICC Termination Act of 1995. Pub. L. No. 104-88, 109 Stat. 

803. which re-enacted the rail exemplion provision as Section 10502. H.R. Rep. No. 422. 104th 

Cong.. Isl Sess. 168-69 (1995). 

A. The Appiication of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Ncccssar>' to Carrj' Out the Rail 
Transportation Policy 

Detailed scrutiny oflhis transaction is not necessary to carrv' out the rail Iransportalion 

policy. An exemption would minimize the unnecessary expense associated vvith the preparation 

and filing ofa fonnal abandonment appiicalion. expedite regulatoiy decisions and reduce 

regulatory barriers to exit. 49 U.S.C. § 10101 (2) and (7). There are no shippers on the Line and 

there has not been any interest in shipping over the Line since it was acquired by WCR. 



Abandonmenl will allow WCR lo avoid cosls associated with maintaining the Line. Granting 

this exemplion. therefore, fosters sound economic conditions and encourages efficient 

management by permitting the rationalization of an unnecessary rail line. 49 U.S.C. § lOIOI (3). 

(5) and (9). Olher aspects oflhe rail transportation policy are not adversely affected. For 

example, competition and the continuation ofa sound rail transportation system are not affected 

since the public vvill not be deprived of any needed rail services. 

B. This Transaction Is Of Limited Scope 

The proposed transaction is of limiied scope. WCR seeks to abandon a 1.2-mile line in 

one couniy in Alabama. 

C. This Transaction Will Not Result In An Abuse Of Market Power. 

WCR is abandoning the Line. There is no traffic shipped over the Line and there are 

alternative iran<?portation services available. 

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

A Combined Environmental and Historic Report is in Exhibit B. 

FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE 

A draft Federal Register notice is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

LABOR PROTECTION 

The interests ofrailroad employees of WCR who may be adversely affected by the 

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective conditions in Oregon 

Short Line R. Co.-Abandonment-Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 



CONCLUSION 

Appiicalion ofthe regulatory requirements and procedures of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to the 

abandonment ofthe Line proposed by WCR is not required lo carry out the rail transportation 

policy scl forth in 49 U.S.C. § lOIOI, as previously shown. Nor is Board regulation required lo 

protect shippers, who have not used the Line for over 20 years, from the abuse of market power. 

Moreover, this abandonment is of limited .scope. 

Accordingly. WCR respectfully requests the Board to grant an exemplion for the 

proposed abandonment ofthe Line. 

Respectfully Submilled. 

- " • - - ^ ' . < ^ . < ^ ^ ^ / 

Louis E. Gitomer. Esq. 
Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq. 
600 Baltimore Avenue 
Suite 301 
Towson. MD 21204 
(410)296-2205 

Scoll G. Williams. Esq. 
Senior Vice Presideni and General Counsel 
RailAmerica. Inc. 
7411 FuIIerton Street 
Suite 300 
Jacksonville. FL 32256 
(904)538-6329 

Daled: November 9, 2011 

Attomeys Ibr: Wiregrass Central 
Railway, LLC 
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EXHIBIT A-MAP 
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EXHIBIT B-COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
HISTORIC REPORT 
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8) 

Docket No. AB-1077X 

WIREGRASS CENTRAL RAILWAY, LLC-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN COFFEE COUNTY, AL 

Dated: October 20, 2011 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

(I) Proposed Aciion and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that 
may be involved, and any possible changes in current operalions or mainlenance practices. Also 
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed aciion. Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating the project. 

Wiregrass Central Railway, LLC ("WCR") proposes to abandon a 1.2-mile railroad line 

between milepost 820 and mileposl 821.2 near Enterprise, in Coffee County. Alabama (the 

"Line"). 

Al the time WCR acquired the Line from the Wiregrass Central Railroad Co.. Inc. 

("WCRR") all ofthe track and material had been removed from the Line.' WRC's records do 

not indicate when the track and material were removed. Therefore, abandonment ofthe Line 

vvill not resull in any additional salvage on the Line. There is one public and no private crossings 

on the Line. 

There has been no local or overhead Iraffic on the Line since 1987. 

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for WCR not to abandon the Line. 

With little, if any, potential traffic, WCR has decided to seek abandonment ofthe Line. 

A map ofthe proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit I. 

' Wiregrass Central Railway. LLC—Acquisition and Operation Exemfition-Wiregra.ss Central 
Railroad Comjiany. Inc., STB Finance Dockei No. 35489, (STB served April 22, 2011). 
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(2) Transportation Svstem. Describe the effects ofthe proposed aciion on regional or 
local transportalion systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or Ireighl) 
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result oflhe proposed action. 

There is no passenger Irafllc on the Line to be diverted to other modes as a resull ofthe 

proposed abandonmenl. There is no freight traffic on the Line lo be diverted to motor carrier. 

Accordingly, the proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or local 

transportation .systems and patterns. 

(3) Land Use, (i) Based on consultation vvith local and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or a review ofthe official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies, (ii) 
Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, state the effeci oflhe proposed 
action on any prime agricultural land, (iii) Ifthe action affects land or water uses within a 
designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9. (iv) Ifthe 
proposed aciion is an abandonment, state whether or not the righl-of-way is suitable for 
alternative public u.sc under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why. 

(i) W'CR considers the proposed abandonmenl to be consislenl wilh existing land use 

plans. 'The area surrounding the Line is bolh urban and rural in nature. 

WCR contacted the City of Enterprise and the Couniy of Coffee. .AL. by letter daled 

October 20, 2011. See Exhibit 2. No response has been received as of this dale. A copy oflhis 

Environmental Report has been mailed to the appropriate local and stale agencies for their 

information and further comment. 

(ii) WCR does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that vvill be affected. 

WCR notified the United States Department of Agriculture ("USDA") Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities ofthe Soil Conservation 

Service) ofthe proposed abandonment by letter dated October 20. 2011. and requested assistance 

in identifying any potential etTecls on prime agricultural land. See Exhibit 2. A copy oflhis 

report has been supplied to the USDA Ibr ils information and further comment. 

(iii) The Line does nol pass through a designated coastal zone. 

15 



(iv) WCR believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking. 

(4) Energy, (i) Describe the effect oflhe proposed aciion on transportalion of energy 
resources, (ii) Describe the effect ofthe proposed action on recyclable commodities, (iii) State 
whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency 
and explain why. (iv) Ifthe proposed action vvill cause diversions from rail lo motor carriage of 
more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year 
Ibr any part ofthe affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and 
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 

(i) The proposed abandonmenl will have no effect on the transportation of energy 

resources. 

(ii) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable 

commodities. 

(iii) 'The proposed abandonment will have minimal elTect on overall energy efficiency 

since there has been no traffic on the Line. 

(iv) 'The proposed abandonment will nol cause the diversion of more lhan 1.000 rail 

carloads a year; or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year Ibr any part ofthe line 

segments ofrail tratTic to motor carriage. 

(5) Air, (i) Ifthe proposed aciion vvill result in either: (A) An increase in rail traffic of at 
least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a 
day on any segment ofrail line affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of 
al lease 100 perceni (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of 
more than 10 perceni oflhe average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any alTected road 
segment, quantify the anticipated elTect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. Jj 
10901 (or § 10505) lo construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned 
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)(A) will apply, (ii) Ifthe proposed 
action affects a class 1 or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Acl. and vvill resull in cither: 
(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an 
increase of al least three trains a day on any segment ofrail line: (B) an increa.se in rail yard 
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck 
Iraffic of more than 10 percent ofthe average daily IrafTic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road 
segment, then state whether any expecied increased emissions are within the parameters 
established by the State Implemenlalion Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 
§ 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or a ca.sc involving the reinstitution of service over a previously 
abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in this ilem shall apply, (iii) If Iransportalion 
of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identify: the 

16 
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malcrials and quantity: the frequency of service: safety practices (including any speed 
restrictions): the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and 
spills; contingency plans to deal vvith accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release 
of ozone depleting materials in the event ofa collision or derailment. 

(i) 'The proposed abandonment vvill not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

(ii) The proposed abandonmenl will nol result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds. 

(iii) The proposed abandonmenl will not affecl the transportation of o/one depleting 

materials. 

(6) Noise. If any oflhe thresholds identified in item (5)(i) oflhis section arc surpassed, 
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three 
decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) an increase lo a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so. 
identify sensitive receptors (e.g.. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase Ibr these 
receptors ifthe thresholds are surpassed. 

Not applicable. 

(7) Safety, (i) Describe any effects ofthe proposed action on public health and safety 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings), (ii) If hazardous materials are 
expected to be transported, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service: whelher 
chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (lo the extent 
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal vvith 
accidental spills: and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials, (iii) Ifthere 
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials 
spills on the right-of-way, ideniify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials 
involved. 

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental etTecls on public health and 

safety. WCR has never operated over the Line and WCRR, the previous owner, had not operated 

over the Line in more than two years. 

(ii) The proposed abandonmenl will not alTect the transportation of hazardous materials. 
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(iii) WCR is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 

been known hazardous materials spills on the Line. 

(8) Biological Resources, (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, slate whether the proposed aciion is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened 
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects, (ii) State whelher 
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests vvill be affected, and describe 
any eflecls. 

(i) WCR does not believe that the proposed action is likely lo adversely affect endangered 

or threatened species or areas designaled as a crilical habitat. WCR notified the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service ("USF&W"') oflhe proposed abandonment by lelter daled October 20. 2011, 

and requested assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment will adversely affect 

endangered or threatened species or areas designaled as a critical habitat. ,See Exhibit 2. A copy 

oflhis Report was supplied to the USF&W for its infbrmation and further comment. 

(ii) WCR is unaware of any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 

forests that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonmenl. 

WCR notified the National Parks Service ofthe proposed abandonmenl by letter dated 

October 20. 2011. and requested assisiance in identifying any potential effects on wildlife 

sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests. .See Exhibit 2. To dale, no response lo 

this request has been received. A copy oflhis Report has been supplied to the National Park 

Service for ils information and comment. 

(9) Water, (i) Based on consultation wilh Slate water qualily officials, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal. Stale or local waler quality standards. 
Describe any inconsistencies, (ii) Based on consultation wilh the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
state whether permits under section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required 
Ibr the proposed action and whether any designaled wetlands or 100-year fiood plains vvill be 
affected. Describe the elTects. (iii) Slate whether permils under section 402 ofthe Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed aciion. 
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(i) WCR is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consislenl wilh applicable 

water quality standards. WCR conlacted the Alabama Department of Environmental 

Management ("ADEM") and the United States Environmental Prolection Agency ("USEP.A") by 

letters dated October 20. 2011. See Exhibit 2. To dale, no response to this request has been 

received. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the ADEM and USEPA for their 

information and comment. 

(ii) WCR believes that no permits under section 404 oflhe Clean Water Acl are required 

Ibr the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year fiood plains will be 

alTected by the proposed abandonment. The track and materials were removed from the Line by 

the previous owner. WCR does nol believe that there is anything left to salvage from the Line 

and does not contemplate having lo perform salvage. Since WCR does not contemplate 

salvaging the Line, WCR docs nol believe a permit under Seclion 404 ofthe Clean Waler Acl 

will be required. 

WCR contacted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by lelter dated October 20. 2011 and 

has received no response to date. .See Exhibit 2. A copy oflhis Report has been supplied to the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Ibr ils information and comment. 

(iii) WCR believes that no permit under section 402 ofthe Clean Water Act would be 

required Ibr the abandonment. WCR contacted the ADEM and the USEPA by letter dated 

October 20. 2011. See Exhibit 2. A copy oflhis Report has been supplied lo the ADEM and 

USEPA for their information and further comment. 

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed lo mitigate adverse 
environmenlal impacls. indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 
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WCR does nol expect any adverse environmenlal impact from the proposed abandonmenl 

and, therefore, sees no need fbr any mitigating actions. WCR vvill. of course, adhere lo any 

remedial actions required by the Board. 

20 



HISTORIC REPORT 

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn lo scale and sufficiently detailed 
lo show buildings and other structures in the vicinity ofthe proposed action) showing the 
location ofthe proposed action, and the localions and approximate dimensions ofrailroad 
structures that are 50 years old or older and are part ofthe proposed aciion: 

U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the Alabama Historical Commission. 

See Exhibit 3. 

2. A written description ofthe right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent 
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics ofthe surrounding area; 

The 1.2-mile right-of-way is approximately 100 feet wide and consists of 14.545 acres of 

land. 'The Line begins at milepost 820 and travels northwest parallel to Main Street. Il then turns 

north and runs parallel lo Rocky Heap Road ending at mileposl 821.2. There is no track on the 

Line from approximately 100 feel before mileposl 820 to the end ofthe Line. 

3. Good qualily photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) ofrailroad 
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and ofthe immedialely surrounding area: 

There are no bridges or structures on the properly that are 50 years old or older. 

4. The dalc(s) of construction ofthe slruclure(s), and the dalc(s) and extent of any major 
alterations, to the extent such information is known; 

Not applicable. 

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operalions in the area, and an explanation of what, 
if any, changes are contemplated as a resull oflhe proposed action: 

In 1897 construction began on a rail line in Waterford, AL from the Savannah. Florida 

and Western Railway main line. 'The line was built by Alabama Midland Railroad and completed 

in 1898. Through consolidation. CSX Transportation Inc. ("CSXT") acquired the line. WCRR 

acquired the rail line from CSXT and began operating on the former CSXT branch in 1987. 

WCR acquired approximately 21.2 miles ofrailroad line between Waterford and Enlerpri.se. AL, 

of which the Line is a pari, from WCRR in April 2011. Wiregra.ss Central Railway, LLC"— 

2 1 
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.Acquisition and Operation Exemfition --Wiregrass Central Railroad Company, Inc.. STB 

Finance Docket No. 35489, (STB served April 22, 2011). 

6. A brief summary of documenis in the carrier's possession, such as engineering 
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic; 

WCR possesses valuation maps and track charts ofthe Line, but is nol aware of any olher 

documentation in its possession. 

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as lo 
whelher the sile and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Hisloric 
Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other 
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions 
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies 
or universities); 

WCR believes that there are no archeological resources or other railroad related hisloric 

properties in the projecl area. 

8. A description (based on readily available infbrmation in the railroad's possession) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally 
occurring or manmade) that might alTecl ihc archeological recovery of resources (such as 
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain. 

Based on a review ofits records. WCR believes that there arc no known subsurface 

ground disturbances or fill, or environmental conditions that might affect the archeological 

recovery of any potential resources. 

9. Within 30 days of receipt oflhe hisloric report, the Stale Hisloric Preservation Officer 
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned 
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs 
of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or olher public 
rights-of-way adjacent lo the property) and a vvritten description of any previously discovered 
archeological sites, identifying the location and type oflhe site {i.e. prehistoric or native 
American). 

WCR does nol foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be 

supplied in associalion wilh the proposed abandonment other than that infbrmation previously 

submitted. But, if any additional infbrmation is requested, WCR will promptly supply the 

necessary information. 

22 



WCR contacted the Alabama Historic Commission ("ALI IC"). See Exhibit 2. No 

response has been received. A copy of this Report has been mailed to ALHC. 

23 



EXHIBIT 1 - MAP 
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTERS 

27 



I O S L- l . I l l cA l ! |̂  

M l l.A^ii H 'i ^^HJ^ 
Mi ' l ; inic(f i l i ; i , i i l L iu I C M I 
• • i l O - j y f i - ' l i i s 

E..AW On-icr .s oh 
LO't'is E. GrroMKft, LL(.\ 

OflohL'i 20. .:()! 

'•(•••I' \ l IIMCK'. ^ \ l M I Sl Ml l l ' 
IIIW.S. )N Vl.-.m • \ \ | i : " ' : i l •i l, ' ' ' ' 

r \ s iJ II ' '•- I'^s^ 

AkiK'.m.i l l is in i ic I'loscn.Uioii O l l k c 

A l j l x i n i j ili.sloiii.' ( 'ommission 

•KiS Soiiih iVTi\ Siivct 

Monlsji i i iK-n W .^M3l)-(W()(J 

i v l ' Dockei No. .Al i -1077\ liirciirci.',\ Cci i l ra l l\iii l\\(i\ II.C I ' l i i l inn tor 

l:.\fini>lion • in ('iiffc'c Counlv. . 1 / . 

Dciir Miul. ini 'Sir: 

On fif iilxHii Ncneinbci 9. 2011 v\c cxpccl Ki be filiiig; wi lh llic Surface 

ri'.iusporiiil ion Bdunl ("STB") ii petilion :nr exemplion seckinti i i i i lhonl\ for the 

\\ iicgi.i:is «. eniMl l<ii i l\\. i\ . N T lo : i l \ i i i i lni i .i ; ipp io \ i i iK ik l \ OIK' ' i i i lc iiUi line lv!\\<.rii 

milepo.st fl20 Limi miiepoM S2! 2. neiir Lnicipi ise. in ColTet ( 'o i inu. Al . i lhe " i me") 

AlUtelied is a ("oiiii-iinCLi Ln \ imnmenUil and HisloiK Repiul i.leseiiiiing llie 

proposed ;ielioii and anv CNpexlcil eii\ ironniental elTeets. as well as a map ol the alTeeled 

atea. \\ 'e aie \)\o\ idmg this reporl so lliat you may review I'le ii i lormaliun that \\\\\ foim 

the basis Coi the S 1 IJ's independenl environmenlal analysis nJ this p'oeeedinj: ITaiiN ul 

the mror.i ial ion is misleadm<: or ineorreel. \ \ ' \ou believe th ît perimenl inlonnation is 

inissi i i j i . or li \ ou haw an> questions about the S f l i ' s en\ i.omneiiial review process, 

please eonlael the Ofliee of I: in i ioninental Analysis (OLA; Suilaee I ransponaiion 

Moaid. "•''•)> 1 Sireel. SW. WashinjiUin. IK" :042.v leiephoiii. 202-2-15-02^).^ and lelei lu 

llie above Docket No AR-I()77X. 

Meeaiise the .ippiieahie stalutes and lepul.ilions !I11p.l.̂ e slnngenl deadllne^ fo; 

proeessiiij: tins action. \our written coinnienls to Of.A ivvi'd a cops lo our repieseiuaiive) 

would he apprecialcd wi lh in .> weeks ^ou i ci)inmeiils wiil he coiiMdered h\ ihe ''̂  I U i:i 

c\ jlu.iUri:.' llie Lin i^MuneiiKil inipaels ul ihe eoiUciiiplatcd ii^iiuii II there aie an\ 

;iiic--noiis eoiiceinint; this propv^sal. please contae; our iepivsi'nlali\e direcllv. Oui 

:ep:>."Ci!lJi = ̂  -. v iln'- m.Uier iv Melanie B. ^ :\<\im vsbu ni.i;. he iMiilneied h\ ti-k-phom .ii 

41()-2'-)f^-22.^(i. einail at Vlelanien/ l^'iaillaw.com. oi mail ai l.,a\\ ( i l i lee^ ol I ouis I' 

( i i i o i i ie i . (i()(l Baltinuiie A\eiu ic. Suite ."il l l. low son. M l ) ? 1204 

Sineere!\ \ours. 

Melanie 13 ^ ashin 

.A;ionie\ \\-\ \\ ireyr.i s (. i.-i!lial l-'.i:wa\ i 1 ( 
1 IKIOSU:C 
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l.f'iiis 1-. G i i ( i \ ; i K 

1-1111(0 IJL;UIII1,\\V L.ini 

\ 1 n . A \ i i H ^ 'SHIN 

VU'l.iiiiofi im.iiliLivs L.im 

LAW O I n r h s o r 
ILOIT.S F ,̂ G i T d M E R , L L C . 

October 20. 2011 

•ilHlh-\|-|lMORI A \ ! M 1 S i ' M VM 
' lowSUN \ i ' \ i n i \ \ i ) : i - ' i i i in^ ' 

i-ii ' 12 - ' i i - : ; ' i i ) • • 2 i ' : i - ' > ; > i i ^ i : 

1 A \ • I ' l l •1.1 (IKS'; 

I. S '\iiii> ('(M-p o\ Ingineei'-
Mobile Dl^l!lel 
I ' O Bo\ 22SS 
Mobile. Al Vi(i2X-0001 

Kl . l)t)cket No. . '\B-',077\. ir//v,i,'/'(-ns Cc;;//<//A'i''//iun' / / ( ' rciiiinii Inr 
lixemplion in Coffee ('mini). A I. 

Dear Maduiii'Sir. 

()ii or aboul November '•). 2011 we expeci to be liliiij with ;he Surlace 
I ranspuilMiiiin Hoaul i"S'l IVi a peii'ion Ibr exemplion seel ini: aulhniily fui ihe 
Wireyia.ss C'eniral KiiilvAav. 1 L(.' lo abandon a approxini.ile'V one mik- rail hi.e liuwceo 
mileposl S2() and mileposl S21.2. neai Knierpnse. in (.'offec (.'ountv. Al, (;he "I ine";. 

MtaJied IS a ( .mibmed lnv ironineiital .ind lli.sloiu Kepoil dcsciibiii!; ihe 
piopu^cil .iv.tio!i and .inv cspetlcil env iioiimeiiUil elleeis. â  ACII as a inapol the .illVe'.ed 
aiea W c aiv. ph^v iiiill^! ihi:- lepoi! '•u ihal vmi mav review liic inloimalion ;li.u VMII lonn 
tiie b.isis |(M- llic S I Us indepenJeiu environmental aii.ilvNisfj ihis piiKcediiiL' II anv n| 
llie mlipiiiiai^'H i> iinsleadiiiL: oi ineorreel. if voii believe llv.it perlment inl<>niMiiun !•-
inisMiij:. Ul it \iiu have anv ijuesiioiis aboiii IIK Sl IVs eiuiuinmenlal leview puiecs^. 
please e»iniae; llie Ollice of l-.nviioninemal .''Xnaivsis (Of A' SurUue I ran'jpon.iiiiii) 
IJiMiil. "•'J? I. Sneei. SW W a'-liini".i*>n IX' 2(M2-. iclcpiione 2n''-:4s-('2<'-« and ;ele: n̂  
liieaiiovcDoelNelNo. MM()77.X^ 

Because the applicable .statutes and leguialions impose siraiueni deadlines loi 
pioecssini; this action, voui written comments to Of A iwi.h a copv to oui repiesjntative) 
vvi^uld be appiecialed witiim i weeks. Youi coi-.inieiits wi", be consideied bv liie S fB in 
evalualin-; tlie eiiviioMment.i! impacls oflbe conlemplaled at iion il theie aie .\v.\ 
(.|ueslions concemm^ tins proposal, please contact vnii lepi'jseiitaf.vc diiei.il> Om 
lepiesenlative m this mallei is Melame B Yasbin who mav he coniacled hv lelephone al 
-110-2*if'-22'^'.) email at Melanie a lyraillaw coni. or mail .Vi. I. ai\ (.iffices oi ! oiiis !-. 
("iilomei. iVKi Bail,more '\veiiue. Suite ."01. low son. MD 21204 

Smceieiv youis 

\Ic!a:iie h. Yashm 
.•Mtornev ;o: \\ ireg' ssi e-il-a'. i^.iilwav. I 1 C 

1.nclosuie 
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i.ilUls L CillOMI K 
\,'.-{i(ri luMiihiw com 

Vli-i ^.\|l 15 YASHIN 
VIcliinie("li:i.iillciw (.inn 
'ltO-2%-:22': 

L A W OPMCI' . .S or-

Loi ' is Ec GrroMKK, LLC. 

October 20. 2011 

f.l)l'UAI'll\K.HI Wl M'f l̂ Ml lul 
ii'jv\.soN MAkvi -VM):::!"--!'!:; 

. i l l l i jUd J i ^ l l ' (Jll.'l l l i ' l - ( ' ' ! i : 
I w !ii!ii <ij-iixx'; 

N;r,.!r;il Ke^ouicc^ (. on,^elval|on Service USDA 
I ' O Box i l l 

"v'lS ! Skv wa\ Dnve 
Aubii in . \1 "MiS.iO 

i^l • Dockei No. A IM( )77x . M7;Ti;/m.\ Ci-nlu i ! I'ciihMn I K —I'cl l i ioi i /m 

l :wni jv i i in- in ('offee ( ' in inn. .'IL 

Dear Madam'Sir: 

< )ii or abcHil November ^). 2011 we expect to be nii i i j i with liie Surface 

I vaiisjioriaiion Boaid r S I B") a peli l i t ' i i lor e-sempiioii .seChiiii.' aullioriiv for ihe 

W !u-i.;iass t. ci l l l i i l Kailwfiy 1 1 C lo aKmdon a appro\inialel\ I 2-riiiie rail line Ivelwceii 

inileiiosi S20 and milepost S21 2. near Lnterprisc. in Coffee Counlv. A l . (the •'Line"!. 

Allaehed is a (.'ominned f:.iivironnienl;il and Historic Kepuit de.seiihmg the 

pioposeci action ard any expecied env ironmenlal effects, a-, well as a map ol the affecletl 

area. We aie pun idiny this leporl .so that vou mav review die ii ifoimation that wi l l lo im 

ibe ba'̂ i>. liii ilie S l \i'>. independenl eiiviu»nMieiiliil analvsi- uf ihi.-< pioceediiij:, l l , in\ o! 

llic mloi i iMl ion i>- mi.ileadine <ii ineunecl. il vou believe ll al periineiil i i i ioi inalioi i !•-

missinL. 01 i f vou have any ipieslions about the S'l B's envwonmenlal i"eviev\ pioee.ss. 

please coniav I ihe O l f i eeo f I i>v ironmenlal Anaivsis fO | .'N). Suilaee Iransporlation 

Board. '̂'•^ I Sl icel . s \ \ . W ashir.jiloii, D t ' 2042''- lelephone 2(i2-24Sii2''5 and lefci lo 

the above Dockei No AB-I{ )77X. 

l.k'caii.se llie applicable statutes and rejiulations impose sliingent deadlines foi 

processing: ihis Jciii.ii'.. vour wntien eomniciils lo OI'.A i with a eopv Ui oui lepresentniiv L I 

wo i ik l be appreciated vvilhin ?i weeks. 'S'our coniments wil l be con.sidcied hv the S I B in 

evalualmg the environmental impacls o f lhe contemplated ..Ktion. Il'lhere are an> 

questioiiN coiicenvng this propo'-al. plea.^e contact our lepi'jsenlalivc diiecliv Om 

lepiesenlative in lliis mailer is Melanie B ^'asbln who ma) he Cijntacled bv teleplione at 

4iO-2'-^Ci-22.'^0. email at Melame f/ Igiail law.com. oi mail ar l.;iw Ol lkes ol 1 OUI.N I 

Gi lomei . ^(Kl Baltimore .•^ve^lue. Suite "^01. ' fowson. WD 21204 

Sincerelv vouis. 

Melanie B ^'ashm 

'\l loinev foi W iie{:r.iss( enliai R.iilwav. I l l ' 

l:.ncluNu:e 
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L.Oi !>- I- CillfAll K 
Lii'.Kn IjiKllllli'A Cdil 

.Mli VN' r H V'VSII.'N 
MihiiiifCc li;iiMll.i\\ euiii 
4io-:<i(i-:i';.'^ 

LAW O P I K . K S OI 

Ex.Uirs E, Gi'r(m'EF.R, LLC. 

Octobei 20.2011 

(nKlDAniMuKI .Wl Nl f. Sl'l 11 1i)i 
iiiwsuN MAKM AND n:;M-4!i:; 

•4 ( i ; " j ( ' - : : ' i i ' ' I '( i. ' i4f.fi-o.>-.: 
I \ \ l4l(ll IV: i)KK'. 

w 

l . i ' A 
RCu'lor, 4 
Sam Nunn \; lanla i edeial ("eiitei 

f l l 1 oisvih Slice;. S\rV 

Atlanta. ( r \ .iO?(i:^-31(M 

Kl Dockei No, .AB-i077N. li'iiroic>.s.\ ( 'cn l ra l l<,iil\\(i\. I L C - V c n t u m fni 

l : \ I'III p i 11 in— in Coffee Couniy. .•!/. 

Dear Mad.im'Sn" 

On Ol iiboiil November 4. 2011 we expect lo he filiiiLi with liie Surlacc 

i'raiisporl.ilioii Boaid ( "S l 'B" ) a petition for exemplion .seekiin: authoritv i'or the 

W'iveyriiss ("entral Railv\ay. LLC to aixindon a approximalelv 1.2-mile rail line iietween 

milepost S20 and milepost K21.2. near Lnlerprise. in Coffee Counlv. A l (the "L ine") 

.\l l. ielieii I- a Combined I .in inmmeiil.il and MisiuiiL kepml deMiibin^' iSie 

pioposcvl . i t l ion .ind anv expecied enviionnieiil.i l effecls. a^ well .is a map ol Ihe .illi 'eii.d 

aiea \ \ e aie pn^vidiiiiL; ihis report so ihat \ ou mav review ilic inl i i imaliun thai wi l l lo im 

llie lia-^i'- l(M the S I BN indepeiideiil env iiunmeni.d anaivM:. o! ihiv pi'Kcediii.L: i l anv .ii 

llie ni lorm.i l ioi i i>. misie.Kiini.' oi niconecl. i l vou believe lh.it pcrlinciii iiil ' i i iinaiinri is 

niissMii:. Ill i l vou have.inv quesli<Mis about the S I B's eiiv noiimeniai iw icw piocess 

plea'-c conlacl ilie i ifl'iee ui l nv imimunUil Aii.(!vs,', (Ol : \ i S:iif:<L'c I laii'-p'inalioM 

Boaui. '••̂ '̂  I s ireci. SV\'. W .ishini;lnn. DC 2(M2V lelephone 2ii.'-24.^-i)2't^ .md lelei in 

tbe almvc Dockei No AB-1077x!" 

Bci.aii'-e Ibc app.lkalilc >-umites and reeulaiion'; iiii|vose siimyenl ueadiiiies toi 

pioccssiiiL' ihi-' aciion. vtuii wri i icn coiniiienis to Ol .A (wi i ! ia copv lu mii leniesciii. i lni. i 

would be . ippK\ ialed vvitiiin "̂  weeks. \ t i \ . \ \ coiinnenls wil'. I K lonsidcicvi l-iv ihe S I B ir, 

Lvaiiiali i ie llie env iioiinieii l. i i i iupatls o f lbe conlemplaled .lelion II ilie;e . I K anv 

•.['.icxli'.iMs C'•i>',i''"iini' this piopo.sal. ple.ise lonlacl oiii lepi'jseniaine liiicvisv Om 

lepi'i-'sciiKvivc m li i is iiialle; ss Vlelanie B ^ asbm uhv- ma; b;.- C'Siilacied hv iclephnnc al 

4Hi 2 ' ' ( i -2r ' i^ . email ai N'ielame iHii iai l iaw vom or iiuii l ,i I v.w i i i l K e s i i i om^ I 

<ri; . i i l ! i i 00(1 Balimioie 'Xvcrv.ie Smle ''iM I owsuii. M D 1'l2o-i 

Smceieiv vouis, 

Melame W \ 'asbi i i 

\ l lo;nev for W' i ieyivs Ccnli.i ' i<.','.!wav. i i ( 

IJILIC-SUIC 
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l .Oi IS j ; ( . iM i iV . i \< 
I. (Uiffi IgiMill.iw t mil 

Mi;i VMi. M "I'NMU'X' 
ML-'ill) I of" Ijjiail'iiw eoin 

i-AVV O l P I C L S Of--

L o c j s E, GiT^^MKR, L L C . 

(.)clobei 2U. 201 

!('')iiM i.voKr.wi x'.ir l̂ irr m 
lowioN MAKM \x'n 'rDa-ji;:; 

• h i l l I'll. ; ;=. i i ' I . ' I" ' i i ih-d^v 
:.\'^ i j | i ; . i ' . ' IIS'-'' 

.Mabam.i f nv iionmeiUa! I'u'tectiun Ajicnev 

.Alabain.i Department of i nviionmental Management 

140(1 ('oli.scum Bouievaid 

Montgomeiv. , ' \ i . "̂ 01 10 

R1-. Docket N(.i . ' \ \ . \ - ]071 \ . U'!rci:iti.s.s Ccnli'LiI Rdiluin I I C I'cli i ion far 

LxeinpiKH]- in ( ( i l ' cc ( Ounly. / IL 

l")ear Madani'Sir: 

f hi Ul .ibout Nmeml ie i '>. 201 1 we e.xpecl lo Iv IHIIIL: wi i l i the Soihice 

I ransportation Boaid ("S'l B") a petition for exemption scek'r.j.'. aulhorilv loi ;lie 

\ \ nvjiriiss Ceiilr.ii Railwav. 1.1.C to abandon a approximatel'. 1.2-mile rail line betv^eeli 

milepost S20 and milepost S2i 2. near Enterprise, in Coffee i. ouiitv. A l . (the •"Line"). 

\ i l ,u' l ied IS .1 ( ' i imbineil I nv ironiiienial and Hisloric Kepon deseMbiiiL; ihc 

propiisci! aelion ,iiid .itiv e\peeied environmenlal elfecis. .is 'vcii as .i map ol ihc . iUcsiui 

aica. W e aie piuv idi i i^ thi.s rej-^un so th.il ymi mav leview ti.L inluini.it inn that v\ill hirni 

ilic Inisi^ lui tbe s i B's independenl envinnimeiilal anaivsis i'l iliis pioeeedinj: ll'.mv ul 

i!ie inl i i im.i iK'o is inisicaihnu or ineorreel. i f vou believe ibiV peilmeiii inloim.iiii^n is 

missin^;. Ill it \o i i have .mv questions about liie S'fiVs env noamenlal Kvi f .v pnKcss. 

please coin,Id llie O l f i i e lO 1 nv iiunmeiitai .Anaivsis (i )|.,Ai. S'.irlaie I lansp.i it j i ini i 

B....id. '.'•.'= I Slice! S\"i. W.'.sjiiii-ion. I X ' 2042.V telephom 2i):-.MS-(i2';5 and leiei i.i 

Ihe aliove Docket No. AB-1077X. 

Because liie appi'cabie sUitviies and regulations impe-Je sinnj^.cnl deadlines !oi 

pioccssini: ilns action, vour wii t ten commenls to Oh.A iwill-. a copv to our lepicsenlalive) 

w.iuld be iippieciaied wi ih i i i "̂  weeks. ^ oiii commenls w i l l Iv LuiisideuJ In ihe S i j ^ tn 

ev.ilii.iimv; llic env iroiimeiiial impacts o f the eomcmplaied aj.iuii II ii icie aic .inv 

(.iiiestioii.s ciinceniiny tins piopus.il. please conuicl oui repKui ta i i ve d i i c i l v ( in ; 

icpiescniMiivc ni iliis maiii-i is Melanie B Yasbin who ma\ 'v ciuitaeied liv klephoin. .ii 

4 | i i ..^Jo. \5l is. (.•pKiii al Nl i iamcf/ iura i l law com. ui mail at I .',w U I I K L ' S H I i.OUIS I 

Ci!; i 'mei. 001) Baitimoie Avenue. Suile .''lOi. 1 ov\son. M D 21204. 

Smceieiv yours. 

Melanie B '^'ashm 

.Atloinev I'vu W IICL'I.IS'-Ci.-iu:a R;iiKv;i\. i.l.t 

! 111. losi.U' 
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I III ,S IJ ("i liiVirK 
Liuiffi 't!;.iil!in^.i mii 

Vill -Wli H 'i VSM'N 
Vk'l,inio(o L-i.all.iw mm 
4iii-:i;h::'i2.'^ 

L A W O M i<t?.s o;-

F.̂ oiiLs E, (T ITOMRR. . L L C . 

Octoix-i 20.2011 

(ilMlHA. IIMOU' -W X'.T ••' ITI ' i . | 
Ifi\\SUN vi-vKV I AXF) : I : I W -uy 

J l l . j ^ ! ' - ; : ' i i ' • 'I ' l . ' ' - ' ' ( i ' - ' 1. 

1 S i ish ana W ildlile Seivice. 
Rciiion 4 

Cenlui'v ( enter 

:iS7s ( cnturv Bo.iicvaid 

A.lanta. Ci.\ 'iV^A^ 

Rl : Docket No. AB- I077x. Wire^ini.w ( e i i ln i l A' '(/ lu/i / / ( Pciil ion i<,i 

l .wmpi iou - ' / i ( ojlve i 'vunly. AL 

Dciii Madam Sir: 

()n or aboul Novembei y. 2011 w f cNpcei to iv I'ding with liie Sui I'ace 

'I r.iiispi^ria'ioii Bo.ird ("S I'B") a petition for exemption seeking authviiilv foi the 

W'iregiass t cnlral Railwav. LLC to abandon a approximtileiv 1 2-iiiile ra'i line between 

mileposl S2() and milepost 821.2. near Lnterprisc. in Coifec Counlv. W (the ••i..me"i 

Attadied is a Combined Knvironmenta! and l l is toru Report dcsciibmi: the 

proposed aciion and anv expecied environmenlal eliects. as uel : as .i m.ip o! the alieUed 

^iiea \\ e .ne punidin^ ' il;is lepoii so ibat vmi m.iv review ihe nVormatii^n ih.it VMII lonn 

liie basis loi liic S l B's indcjU'iulenl environnieiil.i i anaivsis ul diis pioeecdiiii; 11 aiiv ni 

the i:il'viinialior, is mislciidir.g or i i iconecl. i l ' you believe lli.it peilinenl mioimaiion is 

niissir,;.. Ol 11 u i u have .mv questions about the STB's env iii i i i i i iciiLil levic.v piocess. 

please conlacl llie Office oi 1 nvironmcnlal Analysis lOl'-.A''. Sur:;ice I Miisponalion 

Boaid. "^^5 1 sireel. SW. Wa.shinglon. DC 20423. telephone . ' '0 : - i4s-0:os j n j a-ici to 

the .ibove Docket No AB-1077X. 

Because the .ippiiciibie slalules and regulations imp ^e .stiiiigcni deadlmes loi 

processin.L this actior.. voui wntien comments to (.)lvA (w i f , a e.ipv to .'ui repiesciuaiive) 

would be appreciated wi lh in .'"̂  wcek.s. Your comments wil l he considered hv tne SJ Î  i;-

ev.ilualing the eiiMronmenial impacls o f liie contemplated .icliop, II ihcie aie anv 

que; li.'.i:.-. eonccimiig ihis pinposul pleasi' contact our icou ^ciit.ilive dnccllv O-ai 

lepiesenlative in this :naltei is Melame B. ^•flsbin who mav he eoniaeled bv teleplione al 

4 i''l-2^^0-.'''2o5. email al Melame </Igrniilaw com. oi mail .it 1 .iw 0!':lees ui i ouis I . 

Ci ' lomei. (iliO I'Uii'.imore .Avenue. Suite "lOl. '1 owson. M D 212ii4 

Sineeieiv vuurs. 

Melarae B ^ ashir. 

.Atlurnev loi W i:eaia.- ( cnlral R.iilw.o. 1 I 

i :ieios. !(.• 
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1..0IIS 1-. f i l l i lMl K 

Uiii(i' lii'iiill^iw enT, 

Mn AMi H ^ VSHIX 
Mi'liinido lj:i.iill:iv^ cnn, 
4 11' ZW Z:!!"^ 

L A W O h n c r . s o i -

LoULS E. GtTOMF.R, IM'.Cc 

Octobei 20. 2 0 i i 

hWiHAI IIMOHI /WIN!.- Sl'MI i!!! 
luvvsuN \nKVi \Nij:i:iM m:; 

iJ l l , .''i)f.-.''">ii'i.li2i4hfi d";'!? 
r,\\ I- i lu "•" ii'i.-i'^ 

Aialiair,;i Siaie (.'iearinghouse. 
••\iabaina l l ighwav Dep.inmeii: 
1409 Coliseuiv. Bouievaid. 
Monlgomeiv .A I 36130 

R1- Docket No. A B-1077x. Hircyras.^ ( 'vnli a l Ruilw in . L U - - I ' l -n iuin foi 

r . \enip/ i i in~in ( offt'c ('oiiniy. AL 

Deal Madam'Sir. 

()i', or about NiwenilKT 9. 2011 we expeci lo be f i l ing with the Surface 

I i i insporlation Bo;iid ("STB") a pelition for exemplion seeking authoritv loi ihe 

Wiley:.iss Ceiit i i i i Railwav. LLC lo abandon a approximalelv I 2-mile rail line lietween 

inilepi>st H?{) and milepost S21.2. near l-.nterpiise. m Coffee Coiin'y. Al.. (the "I .me") 

Ali. iciieii is a Combined Linmonmentai and Historic Report describing the 

propo.sed action and anv expected environmental elTecls. as well as ;i map oi the allecled 

iirea We aie pioviding this lepiirl so that you mav levievv |!ie infonnation tliiii wi l l lorm 

tlic basis lot the SIB 's indepeiideiit enviionmenlal analysis ,if this pioceedmg II .mv oi 

ihc infonnation is niisieadmg oi incorrect, i l y o u ix-lieve th.il perimenl iiil"o;matioii is 

inissii i j ;. Ill l l \ o i i IMVC anv iiuesiioiis about llie S IB ' s env ii.iinnenlal leview prncc';': 

please contacl l beO | | ' i ceo f i lu iixiiiinenlai .AnaivsisiOl A.i Suilaee I ranspon.iliun 

KoLiKi. " i ' ' ^ I Sireel. SW 'A'asiiiiiglLUi. DC 20423. ti.icpii.i i-: 2(i2-24>:).''V'^ .i;id :elei ^: 

Ihe ai-iove Dockei No AB-1077.X 

Ik'cause ihe applicable si;iUiles and regulations impuse slnngenl de.idlines !o: 

piocessing lli is action, voui wi i i le i i CiMiiniciits to OI'.A (vMt'i a copv In uui lepresenl.ilive: 

woul i i l>e .ippieciaied wi i ln i i ''̂  weeks. ^'ouI OMnmeiils wi i l he coiusidL'ied bv IIIL S I B in 

cv.'iiHilling ibe env noiiineiit.i! impacts oJ ihe conlemplaled iielinn. i l iheie ,iie anv 

quesiiuiis (..niceriiuij-" tins priipus.ii. please eonlael om repuseiiiaiuc dnccib t iiii 

ri-proseni.ilive in this mallei is Vlelanie i i ^'asbm wh.> niav he enni.ielevl in lelepiioiiv ..;l 

4 l(,|-2''fi-220.'^ eni.iii .il Melanie n' igiaiihiw com, oi mail a t ! .iv\ Olhces ol I ouis I 

Ciilomer. dOO Baltimore .Avenue. Suite 301. fowson. V1D 21204 

Smcereiv \ours. 

Melame B. Y;isbir 
.Aliornev for W i:egi";i-s( ciiinil Railwav. i I (' 

I •iclc!su:'e 
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1 Ol is h ( " i l lUMI K 

1 irj(n.lm;iill.iV' m i l l 

L A W On' iCFS o r 

LcniEs E. GrroMF.R^ LLC 

Odobei 20.2011 

dil l 2 'K I - : : J 

Ml i AMI B 'I Asiiix 
N1cl;inn.'({i '.yniill.iw i-o-n 

AialMiriii ( ousi.ii /one NUiiiagenienl 

Aialiama Dep.irlmeni (M Conservation .md N;itural RCSOLIIC!. 

Lands D.visiop. ( oastal Section 

Slonebiook 1 xecuhve Complex 

232K)rs IIWY'VS. SuiicB-i 
I'aniuine. \ l 'wo?2 

'ilhj HAlllMOKr Wl-Al 1- Sl n i iril 
"KAv.siiN M-'vKvi .•,\;i) • i : i i i - J i i : : 

, - | i i i :wi :.''M) • iJii.'i Ji.i' f>"i>.' 
r-vx l-I I'll ^1- iw'>'= 

Rl : Docket No . \ \ i - ' d ' . l l \ . H'ji c^ras.i Central Ri: ' l \ \ i i \ I l.i I 'el i l i i i i i f n 

F.xcniniion- in i d f f i ' c ( Onnli - l l . 

Deal MadamSi i . 

On or ahvut Novembei ^). 2011 wc expect lo lie fi l ing with die Sut lace 

'1 r.msportatior, Boaid ( "SI B") a petition ioi exemption seeking authoiilv foi ihe 

Wiregrass Ceiilr.il R;ii!vvav. 1.1 C to abandon i:i tipproxnnalclv 1.2-mile rail line lietween 

inilepost K20 and milepost S2i.2. near f.nlerpri.se. in CoiTee Counlv. A l (the " I ine") 

\ i i i i i l i ed IS a ( ombined I nviroii incniai and I l islmic Kcpoii desinl imj ' ihe 

pioposeJ .icl ioii .md i'.nv expelled env ironmenlnl eflecls. as well as ,i in. iput ibe .d'lecied 

.ue.i Vw mc providing ilns leport so ihal vou ina> leview the i:dor;nai:oii lii.U wi i i lurii'i 

llie I'iisis IOI ihc s 1 B's nulepeiuleiri cm i iui i incnlal .uiaiysisuj'diis pii»v.ecvii!ig 11 .inv ol 

liic iniurni. i l ion is iiiisleading oi ineorreel. i i vuii believe lh..; jiertnieni miormii l i . ' i i r 

niissmj:. ui i f von li.ivc anv questions about the S'IB's env in'iiimeni.il leview pioiess. 

plea.se conlacl the < ifi'icc uf I in i ioi imci iMl . \na!\sis i< >1"A sinLu-^ I i.mspnilalion 

Boanl. -''.^ i Sued < \ \ . W .ishinglon. I X ' 20423. teiephoiie 202.M.s.-u2^'.^ and iclei lo 

the above Docket No AB-K177X. 

Because tiie applicable stalutes and leguhilions imp.ise stringent deadlines fui 

piocessing this action, vour •.vntlcn commenls lo ( M-,\ (v\ith a î opv to our lepicseiitatnt i 

would be appreciated v\ithiii ""̂  weeks, ^'our comments w i l ' be considered liv the S 1 B i r 

evaluating the env iionmenlal impacts ol ihe conlemplaled .elion. 11 iheie aie anv 

questions conceming tins pioposal. please cnnt.'ict our l•epl\^enlaiive di ieet iy Oui 

lepivseiin-.tivc in ihi*; mallei is Melanie B Yasbin v\ho ir.av he co-itatlcd bv ;eleiiiioiic al 

-n'i-;t)^..'::i'r-'.. em.r l .11 MekuViC iMgr.iiliav\.com <ii m.iil a; i.aw Offices .l i ' l .oi. is 1 

Ci i loner W)0 Baltimore Aven'ae. Suite 301. 'hnvson. M D :i2f>4 

S'.nceieiv vouis. 

Mcliime B. •̂.lsh•.n 
Atloniev ioi \N iie^'ia^sC ential Raiiwav. 1 1.1 

1 neloMi-e 
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L:.| is l_ Cir.'.^Il K 
l.nuifi ii;'.ui'..l\\ lO-M 

MiLAMi B YvsiiiN 
VK-liinir(?i Ijii.iilliuv lo in 
4 i ( i - ;W-2J iS 

L A W O I ric r s o r 

LGL'I.S E . GtTOMER, r..LC 

Oeiober 20. 2011 

' HHAl lIMMNl AVI S'l r ' • r iT l . ?i.i 
TOWSON NKKVI \NI< .'1 "ii l-iH;." 

- . i l l ' i :')(• . \ " - i " ' -!!-'• •'-!• '•'^}2 
c , \ \ l'l ,1 •i(;-iii.s=; 

Ms Kalhrvn B Lollev 

(•i>i:r,iv ,\diramsir;i ior 

C o l l c t ( oiintv 

2 Coiinlv Complex 

New B:ockton. A l . 36351 

R! Dockei N'o • \ \ i - ] i ) l ' J \ . IViicynics (.'cnnul It-.i.-lwin I L ( I'ciiurni lor 

L^cinplitin- in ('alive Cvunn . iL 

Dear Ms. I oHev 

() i i or aboul November '•J. 2011 we expect to Iv i i l ing with the Suilaee 

I laiisport.il ion Boaid C'S I B" | a petition for exemplion seel ini; auihoniv I'oi ihc 

Wiregiass C enirai Railvviiv. LLC lo abandon a approximatelv 1 2-mile lail line iieiwee;i 

mileposl K2ii and milepost S21,2. near Lnterpri.se. in Cof le i Countv. .M (the "Lme") 

.Alliicbed is ;i (. ombined 1. nvironniental and lii.storit Reporl descrihmg the 

ppipnsed action and ; in\ expecied environmental eneels. as well as .i in.ip of the all'ecied 

area. We iiic providing liiis reporl so thai you may review ii-.e inlnrmalion that wi l l lonn 

the basis for the S l B's independenl eiivir(>iimcii1al an.nlvsisnf ihi<; pioceedmg i f anv m' 

liie i i i lo imai ion is Illi^leildllig or iiiecirreel. i l vmi believe li'..u peiimeni inluim.innn is 

missing. Ol i! vou have anv quesiions abtuil llie S | |Vs em ii 'iiiiicnliii :cv ic.v pimess 

plea.sc contacl the i iffiee o f I nv ironmenlal .Analysis i<)i ; \ ' f . Sui lace fransportaliiin 

Boiud. y ' 6 I- Street. SW. Washington. DC 20423. telephone 202-245-02').^ :uul lelei to 

Ihe above Docket No A B - l i ) 7 7 \ 

Beciiusc llic iippiicabie statutes and leguiations imp.'se .stimgenl deadlines loi 

piocessing i l i i^ .iciKMi. VOUI wi i i ten commenls to OP..A (wi th i i eopv io oui icpicsentalivci 

would be .ippieeialed vviliii!; 3 weeks ^'oui commenls wik k coiisideiLd bv tiic S 11^ m 

evaluating the env i ioimiclital unpads ol the c<MUempiated .'Ciioii 11 l l ie ica ie . i in 

quc-l 'ons ci.ini emmg ihis pioposa!. please conlacl oui ivpicsenlative diiecliv ()ui 

lepiesenlative in this malic; is Melanie B ^'asbin who iiui> he cont.ic'.ed hv telephone iil 

41(i-2^)(i-220.'^' email al Vielanie (/Igiaillaw com. oi mail at 1 aw Olf iee^o: I ouis I 

Ciitomci. (>00 Biiitimorc .Aver.ue. Suiie "ni l . fowson. M D 21204 

Smceieiv vouis. 

Meiaive B \ ashm 

. \ l lor iev i l l \ \ iiegi.i,.'-( ciiii.il Riniwav 1.1 ( 

l . m los i . ie 
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L A W O I ~ I I C I : S O P 

LooFs E. GBTOWER, LLC. 
Lo. i i s r . ("i i ioM'i . i.iiiiHAi.;i\n)kl . \ . ' ix i . i si Ili ' o ; 
I .'iKtt liIKlllkiV. e n low SON MAKVl VND ;i.''(U .111.' ' 

I Mill 7"(i-' 'S ' - !.'!0i Jl.:' (•''"•J 
Ml ..AMI U ^^sn'.•^ O d o b e i 20 . 201 i ' A X rai;.! n ,l̂ >̂ ^ 
Mc:Lir.ii.'((i is'i.i'liiuv Lnn 
41(l-:')h-:i!s 

Mavoi Iseiiiicrn W Boswell 

i nteipnse Citv Hall 

Mavoi s Of l lce 

I ' O Box MI000-1000 

Lnteiprise. A i 3(i3''>0 

Ri Docket No . \ \ ) - H ) 7 1 \ . Wircgrn.w Ccnndl R.nlwir, I K ' I'elilion Im 

l : \cwj i l ion- III ( atfc'C ( ' in inn. AL 

Dciir Mavor Boswell ' 

( t i i Ul .liioul Niv\emix ' r ' ' . 201 I we expeci te. ne l l img wi i i i ilic Surl.Kc 

1 lair .punai ion i i iMid ("S I B") a peii l ion tor exemplion seeking auil iu: i i \ |ui ilie 

W iregii iss( ci'iiral l i . i i iw.iv. i I ( lo ;ibandon a appn^ximalel^ i.2-ni;lc i.iii line iviween 

mileposl S2ii and nnleposi X21 2. neai I'literprise. m Colfei Coun'.v. A l . (tiie "I inc"). 

.Attached is a Combined i'invironmental and Historic Repon descr'biiig the 

pnip<ised aciion iiiid anv expecied enviionmenlal effects, as vvell as a map ol the .iliecicd 

aie.I. We .ire providini i l i i is lepnt so lhai vou m.iv icview liie infoniuiii.ni liial wi l l lonn 

tiic basis ior the S j l.Vs independent env ironmcntal analysis o f lh is pioceeding II ;inv o f 

ilic in loim.i l ion is misle.iding ni incorrect, i l vou believe ih.ii periineni iiil"uini.iii(Hi is 

missing. 01 il vou have anv quesiions about liie S I B's emii. ' i imenial re\iev\ pn^ecss 

•.Tiease eonl.icl ibe Ol ' ikc oi'I.-nvironmental Analysis (Ob A J. Suif.ice ! lansporlation 

Board. •̂ <)5 1 Sireel. SW. Washmgton. DC 20423. lelephoiu 202-245-0""95 and rci'ei n 

ihe. i l iovc Docket No. AB-',077X 

Bcc.'iu.se the ;ipplk.ihle siii'.uies and legulalioiis impose slnngenl deadlmes foi 

proi.essme iliis .leiion. viii ir v\ ri i leii commenls lo (̂ 1 .A (wi i i ii eup\ lo uin Kpiescni.itivc i 

would he appieei.ilcii Wilii in 3 weeks 'N'luir conimeiils w i ! I T lonvSLleied b\ ilie S | ] \ m 

evdliii i img llic env nonii ici i l . i i nnpaels ul ibc coiileinpl.iled i\.tion i l li icie .iie anv 

ijuesiK^ns euiKeiinng lliis pruposiil. please eoiil.iel v.nii repus.jiii,ii i\e di ic i i lv ( )u: 

lepreseP.ianve in ihis m.iiicr is Melanie B ^'ashiii vviio mav he (.onuieied In lelephone .it 

J lii-20(-.O2f'^. eii i i i i l al Melanie .•; igniii law com. m iiunl ,ii I an ( i i ' lc i - - ol ] n i i i , 1 

< l l l l .mc:. (!(>(,' Bi i l i imoic Avemie. Sviiie 31)1. lows^^|l. M D 21204 

Snwcreiv vours. 

Mcian.e B ^.'aslim 

Allu'-ncv foi W iieg'a-^ Cenlial Riiilv.av. I I ( 

1 iichisuie 
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U n S 1 Ci ' loVI K 

l.oiii'i'lj;i.ii!!;i'.\ .:y.\i 

M:-\ VMi 0 ^V.IIIX 
Mi-i,!iiii'(f.'"ii;i.iiiL'v\ i i - i i i 

41()-:4d-222s 

LAW OFPICH.S OH 

LOULS E.. ( .r!TOMF.R, L L C . 

October 20. 201 

( .M'H-^I iiviriHi .vvrxi F s i . i n i!.; 

lo'.VSi>N MAKVl VM) J-III.'. 

.^l!ii i"f' J > . ' • -li-i I'''' ' -^ '^ 
i.\X !•. Ill <•' iwss 

I • S NliitKinai (icodciic Suivev 
N.'iliona', Ck-eanic iind Atmospheric .Administration. Cieodciic Seivices Division 
Kooiny2'J2. NCiS/'i2 
1315 1 ast-'\Vest Highwav 
Silver spring. Ml) 20^10 

\\\' Dockei No AB-1077X. li'irei:rLi.\.\ Cenlrai Imilw tiy. Ll C - I'ehuon foi 
l:.\emplii)n- in i'ulfec Couniy. Al. 

Dear Mad:iiiv'Sii: 

( III III iibnnl N.i\cmhei 'A 20l I we expeci to be liiii g witli die Suilaee 
1 i.mspoiuiiion Bo.lid ("S'l B") .i petilion foi exemption seeking aulhontv loi llie 
U iregiass Central Railway. I.I C t(> abandon a appioximattlv one mile lail Ine belween 
mileposl S20 and milepost >S.il.2. neai Lnterprise. m Coffci. Counlv. .A! (the " I mc'") 

.Aitached is a (. ombmed rnvironmcntal and Hisioik Repoit descrihing the 
pioposed iiction ,ind any expected ciiviionniental eflecls a* VK'II as ,i map of die .lilCLicd 
iiicii. W s ,iic piov idiiig ihis leport so ihal vou may review llic information that will ionn 
liic IMSI.S lor the S I B'< independenl env ironmenlnl analysis ol'ihis proceeding. If anv ti\ 
the iiil'onnalion is misleading ui inconccl. il v((u believe lint periiiieiit mloimaiioii is 
missing, ol i! vou liav e anv v.|uesimiis about the S I B's env iionmeiiliii rev lew piocess 
plea.sc contact llie Ol'fiee ofl iiviiMnmer,Uil Analysis (Ol A,;. Sjriacc rvansporlalKMi 
Boaid. 3')5 1." Streel. SW. Washingion. DC 20423. telephore 202-245-02'.i5 and lefei to 
ihc above Dockei Nt) AB-li)77X. 

Beciu.sc ihc apjilicabie sKiunes and regulations imp r-c sliiiigciil de.idlines loi 
jMoeessuig this .iiliun. viiiii wrillen commenls to (>l A (wii'i :i v<'pv to oui icpiesciu.itivel 
would be .ippiec i.Ucd williin 3 v\ecks. ^'our eoninieiils v îli he eoiisideied hv the Si B in 
ev.ilii.iiiiig ihe eiiv noiiinciii.ii •.nipacls uf llie c<vi)i.cniplaled lUion II iheie iii'k' an\ 
i]iic'-.liii!is sonecmiiig tins pioposal. please eoiiiiiel uiir lepi.-si-ni.uive diree-K. i >ui 
upreseiiiaiive lo ilns in.iiiei s--. Melame B \'asliiii who iiuo Iv coni.n.ied hv teiephu'ie m 
4 |ii-2'';>-225i'. email al Mel.iiiie.'/ignnli.n^.com oi niaii a hn^ (iii'ieCsol I u.iis I 
iiiiuuKi I'N'i h,iliiin..iie \vc.iue. Suile "'IU. I'liv^sun. MD ! iTnJ 

Sincerelv vouis. 

Melanie B \'asbm 
Aliornev ioi WiiCLiia-s i.'cnii,il R,iil\\i:\. j | f 
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L o u s P.. UlTO.VILR 
Loii(S;igi<ii'.l,ivvi.nm 

MnLA.'Mlh B. ^ ASUIN 
MeliinioCa>lcraillavv.i'r)m 
4\()-ie)b~im 

LAW- OFHifj-s o r 
LOUIS E . GITOMER, I A.C. 

O e i o b e r 2 0 . 2 0 1 1 

()00 HAI TIVIORI; .WI NUl- SUITE W\ 
'lovvsoN. viARVi AXf)iiM-i ; c ; : 

(-KLViii'd 2J5.).(:(i?)-l(if.-(oiT 
i"AX(-nf ' ) . i i : oKXs 

U.S. National Park Service 
Soulhcasl Region 
100 Alabama Street. SW 
Allanla. GA 30303 

Kf̂ : Docket No. AB-I077x, Wiregras.^ Cenlrai Railway. LLC-Petuionfor 
Exempt wn -in Coffee Couniy, AL. 

Dear IVIadam/Sir: 

On or aboul November 9, 2011 we cxpccl lo be filing wilh the Surface 
Transportation Board (,"STB") a petition for exemption seeking authority ior the 
Wiregrass Central Railway, Ll C lo abandon a approximately 1.2-mile rail Une belween 
mileposl 820 and mileposl K21.2, near Enierprise. in ColTee County, AL (ihe "Line"). 

.Aitached is a Combined Cnviroiimcnlal and Hisloric Report describing ihc 
proposed aciii>n and any e.xpcclcd environmenlal effecls. as well as a map oflhe affecled 
area. We are providing this report so that you may review the information thai will form 
Ihe basi-s for llie S IB's independenl environmenlal analysis oflhis proceeding. If any of 
llic inlormalion is misleading or incorrect, il'yoii iielieve iluil peiimeiit inl'ormalioii i'S 
missing, or ifyou have any questions aboul the S'l B's environmental review process, 
please eonlael the Office of Environmenlal Analysis (OHA), Surface Transportation 
Board, 305 K Sireel, S W, Washington. DC. 20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer lo 
the above Docket No. AB-I077.X. 

Iiec.iu.se Ihe .ippiicable slalules and regulalions impose slnngenl deadlines toi 
processing this action, your wrillen comments to Ol-A (with a copy to our reprcseiilativel 
would be appreci.iied wilhin 3 weeks. Youi cominent.s will lie considered b> llic S"l B m 
evaluating llie environmenlal impacLs oi'the conlemplaled action 11 lliere aie aii> 
quesiions concerning (his proposal, please contact our representative diiecliv. < lur 
representalive iit this imUIer is Melanie B. Yasbin who may beconiaeled hv lelephune at 
410-2%-225(i. einail at .Vlelanic:'«.lgraiila\v.com. or mail al l.j\v OlTiees uf I ouis [• 
GiuMiK-r. fiOO Baltimore .Avenue. Suite 301. I'owson. Ml.) 212!J4. 

Sincerely yours, ,, 

Melanie B. Yasbin 
Allorncy Ibr Wiregrass Central Railway. LLC 

Enclosure 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC 
REPORT 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.T.R. §1105.7(c). .8(e). and .11 the undersigned 
hereby eertilles that a eopy oflhe Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No. 
AB-I077X was mailed via first class mail on October 20, 2011, lo the following parlies: 

Alabama Department of Con.servalion and Natural Resources. 
Lands Division, Coa.stal Seclion 
Stonebrook Executive Complex 
23210 US IIWY 98. Suite B-1 
Kairhope. AL.365.32 

Alabama Historic Commission 
468 South Perry Sireet 
Monlgomery. AL 36130-0900. 

Alabama Department of Environmental Managemeni 
1400 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, AL 36110 

Alabama Highway Department 
1409 Coliseum Boulevard, 
Montgomery. AL .36130 

Mobile District Headquarters 
U.S. Army Engineer District. Mobile 
P.O. Bo.x 2288 
Mobile. AL 36628-0001 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
USDA 
P.O. Box 311 
3381 Skyway Drive 
Auburn. AL 36830 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Region 4 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Sireet. SW 
Allanla. GA 30303-3104 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 4 
Century Center 
1875 Century Boulevard, 
Atlanta. GA 30345 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Geodetic Survey 
1315 East-Wesl I lighway 
Silver Spring. MD 20910-3282 

LI.S. National Park Service 
Soulhea.st Region 
100 Alabama SlreeL SW 
Atlanta. GA 30303 

Mayor Kenneth W. Boswell 
Enterprise City Hall 
Mayor's Office 
P.O. Box 311000-1000 
Enterprise. AL 36330 

Ms. Kathryn B. Lolley 
County Administrator 
Coffee County 
2 Couniy Complex 
New Brockton, AL 36351 

Melanie B. Yasbin 
November 9. 2011 
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EXHIBIT C-FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE 

44 



Docket No. AB-1077X 

WIREGRASS CENTRAL RAILWAY, LLC 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN COFFEE COUNT Y,AL 

Notice ol" Petilion Ibr Exemplion lo Abandonmenl 

On November 9. 2011 Wiregrass Cenlrai Railway. LLC ("WCR") filed wilh the Surface 

Transportation Board. Washingion. D.C. 20423. a pelition for exemption for the abandonment of 

a 1.2-mile rail line between milepost 820.0 and milepost 821.2 in Enterprise. AL. all of which 

traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Code 36330 (ihc "Line"). There are no 

stations on the Line. 

The Line does not contain Federally granted rights-of-way. .̂ ny documenlalion in the 

railroad's possession will be made available promptly lo those requesting il. 

The inieresi ofrailroad employees of WCR will be protected by Oregon .Short Line R. 

Co. Abandonment—Goshen. 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979). 

By issuance oflhis notice, the Board is instituting an exemption proceeding pursuant lo 

49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A tlnal decision will be issued by February 27. 2012. 

Any olTer of financial assisiance (OFA) under 49 CFR 1152.27(b)(2) will be due no later 

than 10 days after service ofa decision granting the petilion for exemption. Each OFA musl be 

accompanied by the filing fee. which is currently set at $1,500. See 49 CFR 1002.2(0(25). 

All interested persons should be aware that following abandonment ofrail service and 

salvage ofthe line, the line may be suitable Ibr olher public use. including inlerim trail use. 
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.Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking will be 

due no later than 20 days after notice ofthe filing ofthe petilion Ibr exemplion is published in 

the Federal Regi.sler. 

All filings in response to this notice musl refer lo S TB Docket No. AB-1077X and must 

be sent to: (I) Surface Transportalion Board. 395 E Street. S.W.. Washingion. DC 20423-0001: 

and (2) Melanie B. Yasbin. 600 Ballimore Avenue. Suite 301. fowson, MD 21204. 

Persons seeking further information concerning discontinuance procedures may conlacl 

the Board's Office of Congressional and Public Services at (202) 245-0230 or refer lo the full 

abandonmenl and discontinuance regulalions al 49 CFR Part 1152. Quesiions concerning 

environmental issues may be directed lo the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OE.A) al 

(202) 245-0305. [Assistance for the hearing impaired is available through the Federal 

Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.) 

Board decisions and notices are available on our website at "WWW.S TB.DO T.GOV." 

Decided: . 2011. 

By the Board. 
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EXHIBIT D-NEWSPAPER CERTIFICATION 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice oflhe proposed abandonment in Dockei No. 
AB-1()77X was advertised on October 28. 2011 in the Enterprise Ledger, a newspaper of general 
circulation in Coffee Couniy. AL as required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12. 

r ^ ^ ^ ^ -
? ' ' - / -

Melanie B. Yasbin 
November 9. 2011 
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Alabama Community Newspapers 
Advertising Affidavit 

Account Number 

2221567 

P.O Box 280 
Dothan.AL 36302 

(800)281-0444 

Date 

October 28, 2011 

i^W OFFICES OF LOUIS E GITOIVIER 
600 BALTIIVIORE AVENUE 
STE 301 
TOWSON MD 21204 

Date Category Description Ad Size Tolal Cost 

10/28/2011 _Legal Notices Ll 96727 Wiregrass Central Railway, LLC ( 1 x50L 174 50 

L1967ZI Al[:l,raiSC'lll.']llllltM< LLC 
I'ftcn'i givrs r.Hi.»i'i:i )r irabMi H)(»TI 
I ' lTi. ' i lM ini-Tirslolh-Mili n i S i r i u 
Trdiisparuiion i m i . HiSi iiiiFOn. DC 204?!, i 
t v m for .'minioii uiilit 4S U S.C. ISiti 
r«n ; r trior JDtro'i'iii riiuir^iiic'ita cf If. 

V'lC \ M ) H•^\..S'na-!m\l\f r lu i iw-
•rHit'jf] \J II «'jil-i«iillirefi-"-*'*i i i l - -

liOSHs' II III 1 ilJH'l." I - t ' IRMIS-" 
All r l ' t-ji'nsM'riiii;!) Un i i i i i i . I'-^l'ySr. 
ST.ir; 'in rods; SJiC in i n ; l " L-U-I-. 41 
l l l l ! 'Ill • ' ) . I Tl' iirccHiIng f t . I) " 1 
illiik't-ilJiNu.AEIirfX 
riP tUi i l s Oilic? Dl EntiroiiniciiUi Anj|,'W 
I itA;*i.'ii;»'i:ri!ll,'3ri|ii'r" .nFiii'nmn<i(.il 
) iy<, i i \v . iv . , Alic-ikil iiorn.ild'°]«iil 
J J!-' V) dj/s j f " - C I ; t 111) iif I IP |i,i n Jl IJI 

il I : M ' II un: : »• '.-r.-r " f m 11. Cim 
i r ' i n V »ii.ir'.Hn» lul jrri wieirj; n a •!. 

sllUIf i : f i N ic l l l r ldU' >ClidiSjllil ll t 
F '< l jng.lH .lifllkl'lL'lll t ' jLlllCiUld k-jl 1 ! 
.iilri' w i l in 1 joord d'CKign Ini'iKied |i{f 
viis mt; mer, i coiw oi ih'' IA n nH'<' in 
q.iri'.< r'^gjijiiiq . fmamnt^ i i iUht ' lit 
:,ri .IM tc CEA. Siir'd-> TrjiiSiiULit on °urd 
ivMiii inii..?";Dij;:niLj!i i i jOE«ji. ' ' f? 
'V l|>4. 
ipinoi ru i ; )i'"-s l l i n r iM l isgs'.nr:! Ir 
M l line r.ii' s-r.'ii; c'.n n ii';d AI.II dii 
ju rd . P"gu^ili i n T'lronnunul icndniie 
Diiliiic u^ ccndmiiiis. cr rail liai»iiigi'iidiis uy 
.ihii rjii ti> l l 'd»I I I [,v li'.iiil. All on>|iiiiil 
. !« ! ' •! ••,,. ^ ^ m r M ' T . i l J '. ".•'s i n -
[•li nfi^r lllllll 'mriinPMui' i-s s i i i c r i i s 
'rri.'si<M'iilMri.w .uiJtif-noifinji lal is-
. , 0 1 : ^ ; IIU. lw lii=i ll rwilf Mi l -ll- cf in. 
S-1111 III AiiniiiiMriiir. :iliii 1= n iiti-^'d 
11H. i-ijl iir:!!,S».ftii;ll.Tpr.Il'".>Gi;j 
Ib'-' 13Clk11(4 |i,iijnd11"4 ui j .anioip 
cop. niiiM tfi sitpd oiMpiiliunt t reprivn 
iijr.o [>» 4'.i r i p 11114.1 :(c)| Ciiiiliiis i ; 
ifir i iiq I'lliri oi ii.uii''ul .1 is u inr ' itix, v 
a -fsd -0 l l ' f a i d •, nilir n 0 i'oiMr=«i j . - j ' 
j n f u S i i . ' S f n p w i i D I i i i l i ; 3 U'O'sn 
iiir, A.ii.iit I-or n><iu?is ior commons 

sl' 1II l l* %T̂ JJ -11 .tlf'fP.lll.l 1; si-p-'^^ii 
idiii" 'J:iiii> bl VOibin, I JA 'Jffic'S ol I cms 
I (iilffn'r.lir miLilliinon'Ayiiija.Suii* 
iOI. I o/.son. Mil .'1 >0<. 4ID .ND 7 '0 I . qiuil <ii 
M-4,!ii>-0lilMilL A.niiiL 

Media General Operations, Inc. 
Enterprise Ledger 

State of Alabama 
Coffee Countv 

Before me, a notary public in and for the county and state above listed, 
personally appeared M i l e - * . ] ^ o - ^ t € J r _ . who, by me duly sworn, 
deposes and says that she is the Legal IVIanager of the Enterprise Ledger The 
Newspaper is pnnted in the English language, has a general circulation and its 
principal editorial office in the county above listed and has been mailed under the 
second or publication class mailing pnvilege ofthe United States Postal Service 
from the post office where it is published at least 51 weeks a year 

The Newspaper published the attached legal notice in the issues of 10/28/2011 
The sum charged for these publications was $174 50 

Newspaper reference 0000378983 

The sum charged by the Newspaper for said publication is the actual lowest 
regular pnce for legal advertising notices as determined by Ala Code 5 6-8-64(a) 
There are no agreements between the Newspaper and the officer or attorney 
charged with the duty of placing the attached legal advertising notices whereby any 
advantags..gain or profit_accrued to said officer or attorney 

' ^ c ^ t u U 

AFFIANT 
Sworn and subscnbed this / ( 

Notary Public State of Alabama 

My Commission Expires 
August 4,2014 

THIS IS NOT A BILL. PLEASE PAY FROM INVOICE. THANK YOU 
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EXHIBIT E-CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. vjl 152.60(d). the undersigned hereby cerlillcs that the Petition for 

Rxemption in Docket Ko. AI3-1077X. Wiregrass Central Railway, LLC-.4handonment 

Exemption—/// Coffee County. AL. was mailed via first cla.ss mail, postage prepaid, on November 

9. 2011, to the following parties: 

State Public Service Commission 

Alabama Public Service Commission 
RaiKvay Safety 
P.O. Box 304260 
Montgomery. Al. .16130 

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command Transportation Engineering 
Agency 

I leadquartcrs 
Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineering Agency 
ATTN: SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense) 
1 Soldier Way. Building 1900W 
Scott AFB. IL 62225 

National Park Service 

U.S. Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
WASO-Land Resources Division 
301 South I lowes. Suite 208 
I'ort Collins. CO 80522-0740 

Mr. Charlie Stockman 
Program Manager 
Rivers. Trails and Conservation Assisiance Program National Park Service 
1849 C Street. N.W. (Org Code 2220) 
Washington. \:>C 20240 

50 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Chiefofthe Forest Service 
1400 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington. DC 20250-0003 

Melanie B. Yasbin 
November 9, 2011 
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EXHIBIT F 
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